SB 6610-S - DI GEST
(DI GEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTI TUTE)

Fi nds that Puget Sound and the other waters of Washi ngton
state contain an abundance of varied and unique marine life
and other natural attractions that are of interest to divers
and other recreationalists fromall over the world.

Finds that in addition to the wusual benefits from
tourism the pronotion of underwater viewing tourismin the
waters of Washington state will enhance efforts to protect
Puget Sound by assisting in educating residents and
nonresi dents as to the value of the marine environnent.

Finds that Washington state's efforts to pronote nature-
based tourism should include the natural wonder of underwater
Washi ngt on.

Finds that, in several |ocations throughout the world,
the use of ships as dive attractions has helped pronote
underwater viewing tourism To the extent funds are nmde
avai lable, the departnent of fish and wldlife shall
commi ssion an independent study on the use of ships as dive
attractions. The departnment of fish and wldlife, the
departnment of natural resources, the state parks and
recreation comm ssion, the departnent of ecology, and the
department of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent shal
establish a work group on the use of ships as dive attractions
to delineate elenents of this study. Anong the topics that the
study should address are: (1) Assessing the availability of
appropriate |ocations in Puget Sound at the appropriate depths
after the elimnation of existing areas reserved for shipping
| anes, shellfish beds, sensitive areas, areas with water
quality concerns that would preclude placenent of a vessel
commercial fishing areas, and areas with restrictions due to
nati onal security concerns or national defense activity;

(2) What are the possible long-term environnenta
consequences, including those to habitat and marine |ife, of
the use of ships as dive attractions, and what steps would
need to be taken prior to the state allow ng the sinking of a
ship to be used as a dive attraction. At a mninmum this
shoul d i nclude an assessnent of: (a) Water quality inpacts and
the residual inpacts to the underlying |and, over tinme, as the
vessel breaks down, such as accunulation of contam nants in
the sedinment; (b) potential inpacts that sinking a ship would
have on predation of juvenile salnmonid and other state or
federally |isted species;

(3) What are the possible | ong-term econoni c consequences
and what are the costs, both capital and operating, of the use
of ships as dive attractions, including the costs of cleaning a
ship to appropriate environnmental standards;



(4) What funding would need to be secured prior to the
state allowng the sinking of a ship to be used as a dive
attraction and what sources of funding are, or can be nade,
avai l able for this purpose; and

(5) What are the legal liabilities and exposures for the
state in using ships as dive attractions.

Provi des that, once the study is conplete, the work group
shal | devel op final recommendations based on its findings, to
be submtted to the appropriate comnttees of the |egislature
no | ater than Decenber 15, 2007.



